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day and week are highly opti-
mistic and Cinepolis expects to 
garner its best ticket sales for 
the year, driven by strong mar-
keting efforts, a dedicated fan 
base for the actors, and positive 
early reviews. The film’s broad 
appeal is a key factor in this 
potential success, he added.

Ashish Saksena, chief oper-
ating officer, cinemas, Book-
MyShow, agreed. The Telugu 
version has been leading the 
charts on the platform in terms 
of ticket sales. About 40% have 
opted for the 3D format for 
immersive experience. Nearly 
1.5 million tickets have been 
booked on the platform, with 
cities such as Bengaluru, Visa-
khapatnam, and Chennai lead-
ing the charts, he added.

Made at a mammoth budget 
of around ₹600 crore, the the-
atrical box-office performance 
will be crucial to Kalki's finan-
cial recovery, likely contribut-
ing more than 60% of the total 
revenue, trade experts esti-
mate. The budget is indeed 
substantial, reflecting the scale 
and ambition of the project, 
Rahul Puri, MD, Mukta Arts 
and Mukta A2 Cinemas, said. 
“We are optimistic that the 
film will perform exception-
ally well...” 

For a longer version of this 
story, go to livemint.com.

Varuni Khosla
varuni.k@livemint.com
new delhi

A rtworks, including paint-
ings and sculptures, 
worth $183 million were 
sold in 2023 in India, as 
numerous valuable pie-

ces in modern and contemporary art 
categories were snapped up at auc-
tions both by admirers and investors, 
a senior executive of a prominent auc-
tion house said. The Indian art market 
has grown significantly after 2020, 
and the influx of high-quality pieces 
has considerably expanded the higher 
end of the market, Minal Vazirani, 
co-founder of the Mumbai-based Saf-
fronart, said. During the pandemic 
years starting 2020 and all the way till 
last year, the sale of Indian artworks 
surged, Vazirani said. Saffronart sold 
the most expensive-ever work of art by 
an Indian artist last September.

 In an exclusive conversation with 
Mint, she said that the overall size of the 
auction market expanded by more than 
a fifth in 2023, from an estimated $150 
million in 2022. And so far in 2024, 
sales have already reached $90 million.

“The market has grown signifi-
cantly (in value and volume) over the 
last four years, through the pandemic 
and the lockdown. One of the reasons 
that the top end of the market has 
grown is because there were some par-
ticularly important top-quality works 
that came up for auction and there was 
competitive bidding for them,” said 
Vazirani, who has also founded an art 
fair called Art Mumbai. “Across seg-

ments during these years, we sold a 
significantly higher volume of art than 
in the preceding years, as collectors 
had the time to focus on art,” she said. 

 In September 2023, the auction 
house sold a record-breaking Amrita 
Sher-Gil painting ‘The Story Teller’ 
dating back to 1937. The oil-on-canvas 
masterpiece sold for ₹61.8 crore 
(including buyer's fee), setting a new 
record and surpassing the previous 

‘$90 mn art sales so far in ‘24’ 
Indian art market is growing, with collectibles worth $183 million sold in 2023, says Saffronart’s Minal Vazirani

Minal Vazirani, co-founder of the Mumbai-based Saffronart.  

Lata Jha
lata.j@htlive.com
new delhi

T heatre owners, who 
have seen few new films 
hit the screens since the 

start of the Lok Sabha election 
campaign in April, are gearing 
up for the first big release in 
many months.

Prabhas and Deepika Pad-
ukone-starrer Kalki 2898 AD, 
also featuring Amitabh Bach-
chan and Kamal Haasan, will hit 
the screens today. Originally in 
Telugu, it is releasing in Hindi 
as well, apart from the other 
three south Indian languages, 
and builds on the southern 
template of action and specta-
cle, while boasting a pan-India 
star cast. The Telugu and Tamil 
movie industries that haven’t 
seen a film break out in the Hin-
di-speaking belt since 2022 are 
hoping for things to change 
with Kalki, expecting it to repli-
cate the success of blockbusters 
like Baahubali, RRR and KGF.

Trade experts predict open-
ing-day collections of the 
dubbed Hindi version alone to 
touch ₹25 crore, while all lan-
guages together could bring in 
₹100 crore across India.

“The anticipation for Kalki is 
particularly high, given the 
prolonged absence of major 
releases in Indian cinema since 
the start of the year. Advance 
bookings are soaring, with 
record-breaking pre-sales 
indicating robust audience 
interest. Major markets, 
including metropolitan areas 
and tier-2 cities, are leading the 
charge in terms of pre-book-
ings, reflecting a widespread 
eagerness to experience the 
movie on the big screen,” 
Devang Sampat, managing 
director, Cinepolis India, said. 
Based on current trends and 
pre-release interest, Sampat 
said estimates for the opening-

Theatres hope for  
big-screen revival 
as Kalki arrives

Kalki features Amitabh 
Bachchan and Kamal Haasan

PTI
feedback@livemint.com
Jamshedpur

T ata Steel aims at having a 
minimum of 25% of its 
workforce made up of 

diverse groups, including gen-
der minorities, marginalized 
communities, persons with dis-
abilities and LGBTQIA+ indi-
viduals, within the next few 
years, a company official said. It 
is one of the first companies in 
the country to roll out a special 
recruitment drive for transgen-

der talent, having recruited 
over 100 members from the 
community for various roles 
across different locations, the 
official claimed.

“Continuing this drive, we 
aim to have 25% of our work-
force from diverse groups in 
the next couple of years,” the 
official said.

A total of 113 transgender 
individuals have been 
onboarded and posted at vari-
ous locations, including manu-
facturing, operations and 
maintenance, mining, and ser-

vices. These employees are sta-
tioned in Noamundi, West 
Bokaro, Kolkata, Kharagpur, 
Kal inganagar, 
and Jamshedpur.

Some of these 
employees work 
all three shifts and 
operate Heavy 
Earth Moving 
M a c h i n e r y 
(HEMM) at the 
Noamundi iron 
o r e  m i n e  i n 
Jharkhand’s West Singhbhum 
and West Bokaro coal mine in 

Ramgarh district.
“Tata Steel appreciates the 

potential of diversity, equity 
and inclusion 
(DE&I) and has a 
tremendous orga-
nizational focus 
on it,” the official 
said.”In line with 
this, we renewed 
our commitment 
and refocused our 
approach to DE&I 
in 2015 by setting 

up MOSAIC—a platform for 
pioneering initiatives, diversity 

targets, and employee-friendly 
policies conceptualised and 
executed from the apex level,” 
he added.

The official admitted that the 
initial planning stage was chal-
lenging due to inadequate 
knowledge about the transgen-
der community.”However, we 
made a detailed plan and 
implemented it without any 
difficulty. To date, we have not 
received any complaint from 
either side of the employees 
since the first batch of trans-
gender individuals was 

inducted following proper 
training in 2019,” the official 
said.

On the productivity of these 
employees compared to the 
general workforce, he said 
transgender individuals per-
form better in some areas.Jaya 
Singh Panda, chief diversity 
officer at Tata Steel, said, “We 
believe in nurturing a work-
place where every person, 
regardless of their sexual orien-
tation or gender identity, feels 
valued, respected, and empow-
ered.”

Tata Steel commits to DE&I, pioneers  transgender recruitment

A total of 113 
transgender 
individuals 
have been 

onboarded and 
posted at various 

locations

one set just a month before.  Till date, 
it holds the record for the highest-ever 
price fetched for an Indian work of art. 
The September auction generated 
over ₹181 crore in total, marking the 
creation of two other art records.  That 
same month, rival Pundole’s auction 
house in Mumbai sold a Sayed Haider 
Raza painting titled Gestation for 
₹51.75 crore, including the 
buyer’s fee. Next month, in 
October, an untitled 
Manjit Bawa artwork 
depicting the Hindu 
deity Shiva was sold for 
$2.3 million (about ₹20 
crore), a record sale for 
the artist done in London 
by Sotheby’s.  She said the 
growth in the Indian art market 
and the prices fetched have been influ-
enced by the types of works available 
for sale today. 

“Art does not exhibit some of the 
same characteristics as other asset 
classes. That means there is no com-
modity that decides its value and it’s 
not traded on any indices and so it is 
not as liquid as other investment plat-
forms. But it has, over the years, 
increasingly been regarded as an alter-

native asset class. Most importantly, 
art provides an intangible set of bene-
fits that are difficult to quantify,” she 
said. This week, Saffronart is looking 
to auction 130 works of art, including 
those of SH Raza and Gulam Moham-
med Sheikh, who will lead the firm’s 
‘Summer Online Auction’, and other 
prominent South Asian artists.

“Online auctions provide 
access to a much wider com-

munity of buyers and col-
lectors globally who may 
not otherwise come to a 
traditional auction or are 
restricted by geography. 

Additionally, our online 
auctions provide a trans-

parent process with more 
information available for the new 

or young buyer to make decisions. 
Over the years, greater price trans-

parency and access have also empow-
ered buyers to make more informed 
decisions and develop a greater level 
of trust in the public auction process, 
sometimes leading to competitive but 
well-informed bidding and acquisi-
tions at premium prices,”Vazirani said.

For a longer version of this story, go to 
livemint.com.

₹61.8 cr
record breaking 

sale of Amrita Sher-
Gil painting in ‘23

e-Short Notification
e-tenders are invited for supply of printing papers & allied Items. Details
available on https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app and www.jnkvv.org.

Director Extension ServicesIPRO/2024-DES-CC/49

DIRECTORATE OF EXTENSION SERVICES
Jawaharlal Nehru Krishi Vishwa
Vidyalaya, Jabalpur (M.P.)-482004

SXFªFÀ±FF³F McXdSXª¸F OX½F»F´F¸FZÔMX IYFGSX´FûSmXVF³F d»Fd¸FMZXOX
(SXFªFÀ±FF³F ÀFSXIYFSX IYF CX´FIiY¸F)

´F¹FÊMX³F ·F½F³F, °FÈ°Fe¹F °F»F, d½F²FF¹FIY´FbSXe ±FF³FZ IZY ÀFF¸F³FZ, E¸F.AFBXÊX. SXûO, ªF¹F´FbSX-302001

IiY¸FFaIY: 1345 dQ³FFaIY: 24.06.2024
BXÊX-d³Fd½FQF ÀFc¨F³FF ÀFa. 01/2024-25

SXFªFÀ±FF³F ´F¹FÊMX³F d½FIYFÀF d³F¦F¸F d»F0 ªF¹F´FbSX IYe AûSX ÀFZ SXFª¹F ÀFSXIYFSX/IZY³ýi ÀFSXIYFSX IZY d½F·FF¦FûÔ E½Fa ÀFF½FÊªFd³FIY
CX´FIiY¸FFaZ ¸FZÔ CX´F¹Fb¢°F ßFZ¯Fe ¸FZÔ ´FaªFeIÈY°F ÀFa½FZQIYûÔ ÀFZ kOnline NIBl AF¸FadÂF°F IYe ªFF°Fe WX`XÜ BX³F IYF¹FûË IYe A³Fb¸FFd³F°F
»FF¦F°F, d³Fd½FQF ¶FZ¨FZ ªFF³FZ ½F ´FiF´°F IYSX³FZ IYe dQ³FFaIY, d³Fd½FQF VF°FZË AFdQ ÀFa´Fc¯FÊ d½F½FSX¯F ½FZ¶FÀFFBXMX
www.rtdc.tourism.rajasthan.gov.in & sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, & to http://
eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ´FSX QZ£Fe ªFF ÀFIY°Fe WX`XÜ

(¸FF²F½F VF¸FFÊ)
Samwad/c/0000/2024 d³FQZVFIY - °FIY³FeIYe

Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal Corporation (PCMC)
Request for Proposal (RFP) for Selection of Operator for managing
water meter reading, on spot billing, user charge collection and

improving coverage of water connections. (Second Call)
E-Tender Notice No 1/2024-25

Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal Corporation invites online RFP for
" Selection of Operator for managing water meter reading, on spot billing, user
charge collection and improving coverage of water connections (Second Call)
within the limits of Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal Corporation,", The detailed
e-tender document for the above is available at https://mahatenders.gov.in The
duration of work is 36 months for implementation phase and Operations to
enhance its water billing system and integrating it with SCADA, GIS database
of consumers / property connections for the citizens in the city & use of AI &
ML for Data Analytics for strategic informed decision
In that context, PCMC invites interested entities having experience as

envisaged in the RFP document, to submit their proposal. Interested entities
can download the RFP document from the website https://mahatenders.gov.
in Interested entities shall make online payment of Rs. 37,430/- towards
the cost of RFP document and bid security/ earnest money deposit of
Rs. 20,50,615/- at the time of submission of its proposal through the
e- tendering system.
The last date of submission of bid will be dt. 11/07/2024

Sd/-
Addl. Commissioner (1)

Pimpri Chinchwad Muncipal CorporationADV NO-38

राजीव गांधी प्रौद्योगगकी गवश्वगवद्ालय
एयरपयोर्ट रयोड, भयोपाल-462033

दूरभाष : 0755-2678899, फैक्स ः 0755-2742006
एफ-3/रागांप्रौगव/प्शा./2024/1918 भयोपाल, गदनांक ः 26.06.2024

गदवयांगजनों के ररक्त पदों की पूग ््ट हे्ु गवज्ञगति
राजीव गांधी प्रौद्योगगकी गवश्वगवद्ालय, भयोपाल गवशषे भर्ती अगभयान अरं्ग्गर्
गिवयांगजनों के ररक्त पिों की पगूर््ग हरे्ु आरगषिर् सहायक ग्ेड-3, प्ययोगशाला
पररचालक एवं चर्रु्ग श्ेणी/भतृय के गलए पात्र उम्ीिवारों से आवेिन आ्गंंत्रर्
करर्ा ह।ै समपणू्ग गववरण गवश्वगवद्ालय की वेबसाइट www.rgpv.ac.in पर
उपलबध ह।ै
्.प्. ्ाधय्/115073/2024 कुल्सगिव


